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They owed this other favor, they said, to Our Lady
and her glorious Spouse.

One of Ours, having prepared a little girl of
eight years to die a Christian,— without [62] bap-
tizing her, however, as he saw nothing urgent about
her illness,— was summoned by her parents to com-
plete this favor for her, when they saw a few hours
afterward that she was exceedingly ill. She soon
parted with the life of the body to go and enjoy in
Heaven that of the soul. Almost the same thing
happened to another woman, who, after her instruc-
tion, seemed to waver in her request, out of rever-
ence for the Sacrament; but the next day sufficient
time remained to her to prepare herself for Holy
Baptism, and then she went to see her Patron, St.
Elizabeth.

Now for a few comforting words. Atsan, the fore-
most war Captain in the whole country, came to see
us and earnestly requested Baptism. Having re-
ceived the reply that this was not a trifling matter,
and that he must first be well instructed, ‘‘ I know
that very well,”” said he; ‘‘it is certainly my inten-
tion to see you more than once about this matter; but
I am very glad to have you know my thoughts and
inclinations.”” In fact, he already derides all their
superstitions and cannot endure what he believes to
be displeasing to God.

Pierre, our first Christian, being stricken with the
disease, behaved always like a good Christian; for he
did not have recourse to the foolish tricks of the coun-
try, any more than he had done during the affliction
of his family, always showing that he put all his con-
fidence in God. Therefore we did not fail him in
his needs, spiritual as well as temporal, according to



